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37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-42 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1,9,11-12,15-18,21,23-24,26-30,34,36,38,42 are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as 
anticipated by Maggioncalda(US Pat. No:5,918,217). 

4. As per claim 1 Maggioincalda teaches a personal financial management software program for 
recording, predicting, and comparing financial data, comprising: a graphical user interface(col 2 
lines 32-34) for creating, manipulating and displaying objects of object-oriented software 
programs and a current activity tool comprising objects for entering data from current financial 
transactions for recording purposes(col 2 lines 36-41) and a planning analysis tool comprising 
objects for entering projected financial data for a financial activity simulation(col 2 lines 44-47) 
and a budgeting analysis tool comprising objects for comparing current financial data with 
projected financial data(col 2 lines 47-col 3 line 42). 
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5. As per claim 9 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management software program 
according to claim 1, further comprising system interface objects to accept user preference 
defaults for use by the program tools(col 2 lines 33-34). 

6. As per claim 1 1 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management software program 
according to claim 1, further comprising a to-do list displayed in the current activity tool for 
enabling the planning analysis tool to prompt the user to implement projected financial activity(col 
17 lines 3-33). 

7. As per claim 12 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management software program 
according to claim 2, further comprising account data from other financial programs imported into 
account objects(Fig. 3/310/320/330/350/340/360). 

8. As per claim 15 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management software program 
according to claim 1, wherein the planning analysis tool comprises a financial activity simulation 
of all objects created by the user, the simulation modeling all financial activity from the earliest 
past date to the latest future date entered(col 2 lines 36-41)(col 8 lines 6-14)(Fig 3/340). 

9. As per claim 16 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management software program 
according to claim 15, wherein the financial activity simulation identifies and graphically depicts 
discrepancies and shortfalls in the modeled transactions(col 9 lines l-7)(Fig. 7a/7 15/720/7 10/705). 

10. As per claim 1 7 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management software program 
according to claim 15, wherein the financial activity simulation is adjusted to eliminate 



Application/Control Number: 09/502986 
Art Unit: 2164 



Page 4 



discrepancies and shortfalls, and to provide a more accurate fit with actual financial activity(col 14 
lines 15-48). 

1 1. As per claim 18 Maggioncalda teaches a method for recording, predicting, and comparing 
financial data using a personal financial management software program, comprising creating, 
manipulating, and displaying objects of object-oriented software programs by a graphical user 
interface(col 2 lines 32-34) and entering data from current financial transactions for recording 
purposes using objects of a current activity tool(col 2 lines 36-41) and entering projected financial 
data for simulating financial activity using objects of a planning analysis tool(col 2 lines 44-47) 
and comparing current financial data with projected financial data using objects of a budgeting 
analysis tool(col 2 line 47-col 3 line 42). 

12. As per claim 21 Maggioncalda teaches a method according to claim 18, further comprising 
accepting user preference defaults by system interface objects for use by the program tools(col 13 
line 59-col 14 line 3)(Fig 8/810). 

13. As per claim 23 Maggioncalda teaches a method according to claim 18, further comprising 
enabling the planning analysis tool to prompt the user to implement projected financial activity by 
a to-do list displayed in the current activity tool(col 17 line 3-33). 

14. As per claim 24 Maggioncalda a method according to claim 19, further comprising importing 
account data from other financial programs into accountobjects(Fig 3/3 10/320/330/350/340/360). 
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15. As per claim 26 Maggioncalda teaches a method according to claim 18, further comprising 
enabling the user to create and incorporate custom objects into the personal financial management 
software program(col 13 lines 49-58)(Fig 8/805). 

16. As per claim 27 Maggioncalda teaches a method according to claim 18, wherein 
simulating-financial activity comprises simulating financial activity of all objects created by the 
user from the earliest entered date to the latest future date entered(col 18 lines 26-38). 

17. As per claim 28 Maggioncalda teaches a method according to claim 27, wherein simulating 
financial activity further comprises identifying and graphically depicting discrepancies and 
shortfalls in the simulated transactions(Fig 7a/71 5/720/7 10/705)(Fig 7b/740). 

18. As per claim 29 Maggioncalda teaches a method according to claim 27, wherein simulating 
financial activity further comprises adjusting objects to eliminate discrepancies and shortfalls, and 
providing a more accurate fit with actual financial activity(col 14 lines 15-48). 

19. As per claim 30 Maggioncalda teaches a computer software program on a computer-readable 
medium incorporating the method recited in claim 18(col 6 lines 28-49). 

20. As per claim 34 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management system for recording, 
predicting, and comparing financial data, comprising a graphical user interface(col 2 lines 32-34) 
for creating, manipulating and displaying objects of object-oriented software programs; a current 
activity tool comprising objects for entering data from current financial transactions for recording 
purposes(col 2 lines 36-41) a planning analysis tool comprising objects for entering projected 
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financial data for a financial activity simulation and a budgeting analysis tool comprising objects 
for comparing current financial data with projected financial data(col 2 line 47-col 3 line 2). 

21. As per claim 36 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management system according to 
claim 34, further comprising system interface objects to accept user preference defaults for use by 
the program tools(col 13 line 59-col 14 line 3)(Fig 8/810). 

22. As per claim 38 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management system according to 
claim 34, further comprising a to do list displayed in the current activity tool for enabling the 
planning analysis tool to prompt the user to implement projected financial activity(col 17 lines 3- 
33). 

23. As per claim 42 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management system according to 
claim 34, wherein the planning analysis tool comprises a financial activity simulation of all objects 
created by the user, the simulation modeling all financial activity from the earliest past date to the 
latest future date entered(col 2 lines 36-41)(col 8 lines 6-14)(Fig 3/340). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

24. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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25. Claims 3,5-8,20 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over Maggioncalda(US 
Pat. No: 5,918,217) in view of Leon(US Pat. No: 6,052,673) and further in view of Minton(US 
Pat. No: 6,014,643). 

26. As per claim 3 Leon teaches a personal financial management software program according to 
claim 2, wherein the account class comprises objects selected from the group consisting of bank 
account objects, credit account objects, investment account objects, loan account objects, and 
mortgage account objects(col 2 line 55-col 3 line 51).It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton and further in 
view of Leon to teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial managment 
software program which has diverse object classes. 

27. As per claim 5 Leon teaches a personal financial management software program according to 
claim 2, wherein the category class comprises an expense category class and an income category 
class(col 4 line 47-col 5 line 13)(Fig 1/1 6/20). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
at the time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton and further in view of 
Leon to teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial managment software 
program which has different object classes. 

28. As per claim 6 Leon teaches a personal financial management software program according to 
claim 5, with an expense category(col 5 lines 3-13)(Fig 1/18/20) wherein the expense category 
class comprises objects selected from the group consisting of subsistence expense objects(col 5 
line 21), health expense objects, recreation expense objects, transportation expense objects, tax 
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objects, and luxury expense objects.lt would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton and further in view of Leon to 
teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial managment software program 
which has different object classes. 

29. As per claim 7 Leon teaches a personal financial management software program according to 
claim 5, wherein the income category class(col 4 line 47-col 5 line 2) comprises objects selected 
from the group consisting of investment income objects, retirement income objects, and labor 
income objects.lt would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton and further in view of Leon to teach the above. The 
motivation for this is to teach a financial managment software program which has different object 
classes. 

30. As per claim 8 Leon teaches a personal financial management software program according to 
claim 2, wherein the template class comprises objects selected from the group consisting of 
scheduled spending template objects, scheduled income template objects, and loan payment 
template objects(Fig l)(col 4 line 47-col 5 line 25).It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton and further in 
view of Leon to teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial managment 
software program which has different object classes. 

31. As per claim 20 Leon teaches a method according to claim 19, wherein the category class 
comprises an expense category class and an income category class(col 4 line 47-col 5 line 13)(Fig 
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1/16/20). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton and further in view of Leon to teach the above. The 
motivation for this is to teach a financial managment software program which has different object 
classes. 

******************************************* 

32. Claims 2,4,10,13-14,19,22,25,31-33,35,37,39-41 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as 
unpatentable over Maggioncalda(US Pat. No: 5,918,217) in view of Minton(US Pat. No: 
6,014,643). 

33. As per claim 2 Minton teaches a personal financial management software program according 
to claim 1, wherein each object is derived from an object class selected from the group consisting 
of an account class(Fig 7/718), a transaction class(Fig 4/418/426), a category class(Fig 
7/726/718) and a template class(Fig 4).It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The 
motivation for this is to teach a financial managment software program which has diverse object 
classes. 

34. As per claim 4 Minton teaches a personal financial management software program according 
to claim 2, wherein the transaction class comprises objects selected from the group consisting of 
account/account transaction objects, account/category transaction objects, account/transaction 
transaction objects, category/transaction transaction objects, and close account transaction 
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objects(Fig 4)(Fig 7). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this 
is to teach a financial managment software program which has different object classes. 

35. As per claim 10 Minton teaches a personal financial management software program according 
to claim 1, further comprising cash objects used by transaction objects for tracking cash flows(Fig 
12/1228/1226/1224/1222).It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this 
is to teach a financial managment software program which has different object classes. 

36. As per claim 13 Minton teaches a personal financial management software program according 
to claim 2, further comprising category data from other financial programs imported into category 
objects(Fig 4/425/4 12). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this 
is to teach a financial managment software program which has different object classes. 

37. As per claim 14 Minton teaches a personal financial management software program according 
to claim 1, further comprising a programming means for enabling the user to create and 
incorporate a custom object wherein each custom object is derived from an object class selected 
from the group consisting of an account class(Fig 7/718), a transaction class(Fig 4/418/426), a 
category class(Fif 7/726/718), and a template class(Fig 4). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach 
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the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial managment software program which has 
different object classes. 

38. As per claim 19 Minton teaches a method according to claim 18, wherein the objects belong 
to object classes comprising an account class(Fig 7/718), a transaction class(Fig 4/418/426), a 
category class(Fig 7/726/718), and a template class derived from a time/value class(Fig 4/430). 
It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial 
managment software program which has different object classes. 

39. As per claim 22 Minton teaches a method according to claim 18, further comprising tracking 
cash flows by cash objects used by transaction objects(Fig 12/1228/1226/1224/1222).It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda 
in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial managment 
software program which has different object classes. 

40. As per claim 25 Minton teaches a method according to claim 19, further comprising 
importing category data from other financial programs into category objects(4/425/412). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial 
managment software program which has different object classes. 

41. As per claim 31 Maggioncalda teaches a computer-implemented method for personal financial 
management, comprising the steps of creating, manipulating, and displaying objects of 
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object-oriented software programs by a graphical user interface(col 2 lines 32-34). Minton teaches 
entering data into objects belonging to an account class(Fig 7/718), a category class(Fig 
7/726/718), and a transaction class(Fig 4/418/426) based on past, current, and projected financial 
transactions; defining objects belonging to a template class that associate common activities to a 
financial transaction comprising objects of an account class(Fig 7/718), a category class(Fig 
7/726/718), and a transaction class(Fig 4/418/426) and simulating financial activity due to all 
objects representing financial transactions from the earliest past date to the latest future date 
entered(col 18 lines 26-38). Minton teaches tracking cash flows by use of cash objects (Fig 12). 
Maggioncalda teaches identifying and graphically depicting discrepancies and shortfalls in the 
simulated transactions(col 9 lines l-7)(Fig 7a/7 15/720/7 10/705) and comparing current financial 
data with projected financial data based on objects representing financial transactions and 
adjusting object data to eliminate and minimize discrepancies and shortfalls, and to provide a more 
accurate fit with actual financial activity(col 41 lines 15-48) and displaying a to-do list for 
prompting the user to initiate planned actions(col 17 lines 3-33).It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to 
teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial managment software program 
which has different object classes. 

42. As per claim 32 Maggioncalda teaches a computer software program contained on a 
computer-readable medium incorporating the method recited in claim 31 (col 6 lines 28-49). 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial 
managment software program which has different object classes. 

43. As per claim 33 Maggioncalda teaches a computer(Fig 1) programmed to perform the steps in 
the computer-implemented method as recited in claim 31. It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach 
the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial managment software program which has 
different object classes. 

44. As per claim 35 Minton teaches a personal financial management system according to claim 
34, wherein the objects belong to object classes comprising an account class(Fig 7/718), a 
transaction class(Fig 4/418/426), a category class(Fig 7/726/718), and a template class derived 
from a time/value class(Fig 4). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for 
this is to teach a financial managment software program which has different object classes. 

45. As per claim 37 Minton teaches a personal financial management system according to claim 
34, further comprising cash objects used by transaction objects for tracking cash flows(Fig. 
12/1228/1 226/ 1 224/ 1222). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this 
is to teach a financial managment software program which has different object classes. 
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46. As per claim 39 Maggioncalda teaches a personal financial management system according to 
claim 35, further comprising account data from other financial programs imported into account 
objects(Fig 3/310/320/330/350/340/360).It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time of the invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The 
motivation for this is to teach a financial managment software program which has different object 
classes. 

47. As per claim 40 Minton teaches a personal financial management system according to claim 
35, further comprising category data from other financial programs imported into category 
objects(Fig 4/425/4 12). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this 
is to teach a financial managment software program which has different object classes. 

48. As per claim 41 Minton teaches a personal financial management system according to claim 
34, further comprising a programming means for enabling the user to create and incorporate 
custom objects into the personal financial management software program(Fig 7)(Fig. 4). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
Maggioncalda in view of Minton to teach the above. The motivation for this is to teach a financial 
managment software program which has different object classes. 
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Conclusion 

49. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

-Libman teaches an apparatus for transacting marketing of financial products 

-Belzberg teaches a computerized stock exchange trading system 

-Jones teaches a financial advisory system 

-Martyn teaches on-line transaction processing for security trading 

-Coutts teaches a financial transaction system 

-O'Shaughnessy teaches automated strategies for investment managment 

Questions regarding this communication should be directed to the examiner, Dr. Geoffrey Akers, 
P.E, who can be reached at (703)-306-5844 between the hours of 6:30 AM and 5:00 PM Monday 
through Friday. If attempts to contact the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Mr. Vincent Millin, SPE, may be telephoned at (703)-308-1065. 
GRA 

April 6, 2001 
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